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however, with the chivalry which had been inspired into him
by his friend Count Fersen, been very desirous of making
open war on France, and the Empress Catherine appeared
equally zealous, but her zeal was directed by the hope that
a European war would give her time to mature her designs
against Poland. Both by Austria and Prussia the emigres had
been very badly received Leopold, as has been said, approved
of reform, but he was too true a believer in monarchy
to sympathize with the schemes of the French princes
who openly declared that Monsieur, the Comte de Provence,
should be recognized as regent of France, or else the Comte
d'Artois as lieutenant-general of the kingdom. It has been
noticed that, after the conference at Pilnitz, the Emperor
Leopold and Frederick "William, King of Prussia, had decided
to watch the progress of affairs in France, and only to act in
harmony with each other. But by the beginning of 1792 a
great change had come over the situation in Germany. The
near approach of war, and the unanimity of the people of
France against the Emigres, frightened the German princelings;
the Electors of Trfeves and Mayence requested their noisy
guests to leave their territories, and the Elector of Cologne
would have done the same had he had sufficient force to com-
pel the emigr6s to abandon their headquarters at Coblentz.

As the ardour of the smaller princes on the Rhine began
to diminish, that of the two great German potentates began to
increase. Leopold still had no desire for war, but he did not
intend to be dictated to by the French Girondin ministry, or
to lose the opportunity afforded him of becoming the genuine
representative of German feeling. Frederick William had
been equally disgusted by the arrogance of the new French
ministry, and when war was actually declared on April 20 he
announced his intention of helping Francis, the young king
of Hungary and Bohemia, and nephew of. the late Emperor
Leopold, with all his might. Though both sovereigns were
ready to act at once, their ministers spent a long time in
negotiating on what terms the Prussian and Austrian armies
should act altogether. Prussia insisted that she should receive